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State heritage, that their curiosity will be
piqued. It is my hope that education and heal-
ing will occur as the pains and triumphs of our
people are experienced on the grounds of this
meeting place.

The Center’s central location will not only
benefit the heart of our people, but will also
spur on the Oklahoma economy by providing
new opportunities for Native American entre-
preneurs and other local businesses. Further-
more, travelers will have a great place to
begin their study of the intriguing native peo-
ple who have ancestral roots throughout our
nation. | believe in this way, visitors will expe-
rience the true Native America.

It is always wise to build upon existing
strengths. It is obvious that Oklahoma's
strength lies in the incredible people who have
shaped its history. | look forward to the new
strengths to be revealed through the creation
of this native American center.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, as Co-Chair of
the Congressional Native American Caucus, |
rise in strong support of H.R. 2742, a bill that
authorizes the Secretary of Interior to award fi-
nancial assistance grants and technical assist-
ance grants to the Native American cultural
and educational authority for the construction
of a Native American cultural center and mu-
seum in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

The bill authorizes a Federal appropriation
of $33 million over a period of four fiscal years
beginning in 2003. The Federal appropriation,
however, is contingent upon private, city and
State sources accounting for 66 percent of the
total cost of the project.

Mr. Speaker, support for a Native American
Cultural Center and Museum in a state that
has one of the largest Native American popu-
lation of any state is long overdue. This bill
has the bipartisan support of the Congres-
sional Native American Caucus, the Oklahoma
Congressional Delegation and the State’s
elected officials too.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | want to con-
gratulate our colleague, BRAD CARSON of
Oklahoma, for all his hard work and sponsor-
ship of H.R. 2741.

Promised as the original Indian Territory, the
State of Oklahoma has clearly been enriched
through its Indian heritage from the Trail of
Tears which moved eastern Indian tribes into
the state, through the settlements of the Okla-
homa Sooners, to the 39 tribes living within its
border today.

It is truly a story worth telling and | look for-
ward to one day visiting the Native American
Cultural Center and Museum we are author-
izing today.

Mr. CARSON of Oklahoma. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
MCcCINNIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2742, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the 3
bills just considered, H.R. 38, H.R. 1576
and H.R. 2742.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

———

BASIC PILOT EXTENSION ACT OF
2001

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 3030) to extend the
“Basic Pilot” employment verification
system, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3030

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Basic Pilot
Extension Act of 2001,

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.

Section 401(b) of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) is amended by
striking ‘‘4-year period” and inserting ‘‘6-
year period’.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendment made by this Act shall
take effect on the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3030.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Immigration Re-
form and Control Act of 1986 made it
unlawful for employers to knowingly
hire or employ aliens not eligible to
work and required employers to check
the identity and work eligibility docu-
ments of all new employees. Under this
Act, if the documents provided by an
employee reasonably appear on their
face to be genuine, the employer has
met its document review obligations.

The easy availability of counterfeit
documents has made a mockery of the
Immigration Reform and Control Act.
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Fake documents are produced by the
millions and can be obtained cheaply.

Congress responded to this dilemma
in the Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996
by instituting employment eligibility
confirmation pilot programs for volun-
teer employers that were to last for 4
years.

Under the basic pilot, the Social Se-
curity numbers and alien identification
numbers of new hires are checked
against Social Security Administra-
tion and Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service records in order to weed
out documents containing counterfeit
numbers and real numbers used by
multiple individuals. Operation of the
pilot program commenced in November
of 1997 and expires this month.

The 1996 Act required that the INS
provide a report to Congress on the op-
eration of the pilot programs within 3
months after the end of the third and
fourth year in which the programs are
in effect. The reports were to, one, as-
sess the benefits of the pilot programs
to employers and the degree to which
they assist in the enforcement of the
rules regarding the employment of
aliens; and, two, to include rec-
ommendations on whether or not the
pilot program should be continued or
modified.

The INS has not complied. That is no
surprise. The agency provided Congress
with no report after the third year of
operation of the basic pilot program,
despite being mandated to do so by
law, and there is no assurance that one
will be provided within the time limits
specified by law after the fourth year
of operation. The INS’ failure to obey
the law and to provide the reports as
required by law is unfortunately a fre-
quent failing of this agency. It can
only be hoped that once the immigra-
tion functions of the Justice Depart-
ment are restructured and the INS is
abolished will such negligence and/or
malfeasance be a thing of the past.

In any event, Congress must now de-
cide upon the reauthorization of the
basic pilot program in the absence of
the agency reports, required by law, on
the program. We have received word
from industry implementing the basic
pilot program that it has been a great
success and that industry representa-
tives favor a 2-year extension of the
program.

The committee has received no ad-
verse comment regarding the basic
pilot program. In light of the con-
tinuing relevance of the original goals
of the basic pilot program, and the evi-
dence of its successful operation, we all
should support a 2-year extension. H.R.
3030, introduced by our colleague, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM),
provides that extension.

I can only hope that when we are
again called upon to consider the mer-
its of this pilot program we will have
in hand an evaluation of the program’s
operation from the Justice Depart-
ment. The INS is supposed to enforce
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